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EVENT OBJECTIVES

Azad University (IR) in Oxford has designed this two day event to combine a programme of research training
workshops with the annual student conference. We hope to give our postgraduate research students an
opportunity to present their work before a panel of academic specialists and fellow students and to have the
benefit of professional feedback. Students are given 15 minutes each to present their work, followed by a 15
minute feedback and question and answer segment. We ask that everyone keep to that time. This is
important, not only for our event scheduling, but also for emphasising a disciplined approach to the
presentation of research.

The workshop element of this event has been designed to facilitate research progress and give guidance on
the way forward after the PhD is finished. We have structured the workshops so that students will have a
chance to put their particular research issues before a panel of experts and get guidance on specific areas of
the PhD process. We have put a particular emphasis on academic publishing in the UK as this is an area where
we would like to encourage our students most strongly.

A note about the student group structure

The Workshop and Annual Postgraduate Conference has, by necessity, included a large number of students
whose PhD research areas represent a broad range of specialised topics.

PhD research is highly complex and tightly focused on particular questions and issues. It would be entirely
unrealistic for anyone to expect the sessions, moderators and speakers we have arranged to cater specifically
to every research topic of each of our students. The point of this conference is to give our students a chance
to present their research in an academic setting and get feedback from professionals. It is not our objective to
provide students with the kind of close supervision provided by our partner universities. This is a conference,
and, therefore, a chance for students to meet with other academics, talk about their work and broaden their
understanding of British academia. This conference is not an opportunity for extra supervision. It is the
responsibility of our students to maintain their relationships with their partner university supervisors so that
their needs in specific PhD research supervision are met.

In order to facilitate the conference and workshops we have divided our postgraduate students into 4 groups.
As far as possible we have structured these groups around particular fields. For instance, Group 1 is comprised
only of students in engineering; while Group 2 is comprised mostly of students in computer science, but also
includes students in mathematics.

For Groups 3 and 4, on the other hand, we have had, by necessity, to include a broader range of subjects in
both cases. Group 3 is comprised of students in the applied sciences: chemistry, physics, food science and
agriculture. Group 4 includes students from business management, accounting, the social sciences and TESOL.

For most of the two day event these groups will run in 4 parallel sessions.

Dr. Regina Rowland
Event Co-ordinator



CONFERENCE AND
WORKSHOP GROUPS

Group 1: Mechanical and Civil Engineering

Babak Darabi (MECHANICAL ENGINEERING)
Granular materialsa brief update of research

Alireza Firoozfar (CIVIL ENGINEERING)
Theaspects of Caspian Sksvel fuctuations

Farhad Hajian (CIVIL ENGINEERING)

Land use change and climateatige effect on water resources (outlet runoff of the
catchment)

Arastoo Hedayat Nasab (CIVIL ENGINEERING)
Structural performance of recycled aggregate concrete

Noushin Jedi (MECHANICAL ENGINEERING)
Analysis of LNG spills omater

Seyed Hossein Madani Kermani

Numerical methods to solve Naiver Stokes equations asfahe unsolved
equations in the fluid mechanics

Morteza Khorami (CIVIL ENGINEERING)

Devebping a new method to producen asbestos fibre cement board

Ahmad Maleki (CIVIL ENGINEERING)

Improving behaviour ofteel shear wall gstem with cutouts

Alireza Ohadi (CIVIL ENGINEERING)
Optimum inspection for reinforced concrete short to medium span bridges with

uncertain monitoring

Arash Sayari (CIVIL ENGINEERING)

Out-of-plane behaviour of FRP strengthened masonry walls



CONFERENCE AND
WORKSHOP GROUPS

Group 2: Math and Computing

Bashir Bagherinakhjavanlo (MATH)

Partial differential equation applied to medical image analysis

Mohsen Firoozbakht (COMP)

A new lossy to lossless approachdompression of vascular medical imaging

Rahil Hosseini (COMP)

Measuring and modeling uncertainty in the patteatognitioncomponent of
medical image analysiystems

Mahdi Mazinani (COMP)

A fuzzy automatic method for measuring the voluméhefstenosis by modelling the
partial volume poblem in thecoronaryartery

Reza Rafiee (COMP)

Contentbased imageetrieval



CONFERENCE AND
WORKSHOP GROUPS

Group 3: Chemistry, Physics Food Science and Agriculture

Elaheh Bakhtiarian (CHEMISTRY)

Progress in preparation of polyanilingiéicial muscles

Mohammad Karimi (PHYSICS)

The temperature sensitivity of the sagnac loop interferometer based on polarization
maintenance

Khatebeh Mazloumi (CHEMISTRY)
Copper atalyzed asymmetric conjugate additiongsfgnard reagent to cyclic enones
Mohammad Mirzaei Heydari (AGRICULTURE)

Biofertilizer and értilizerphosphorus imelation tocrop nutrition

Shahram Raeisi (FOOD SCIENCE)

Characterization of probioticifidobacterium spp. isolated from conercial
fermented milk products

Alireza Rahman (CHEMICAL ENGINEERING)
Mechanical properties of loncglgellan gim

Nahid Raoufi (CHEMISTRY)
Devebpment of pH optical sensor by lay@rlayer ESA technique

Hassan Olyaee (PHYSICS)

Modelling &experimentalstudy of @miconductingadder molecules



CONFERENCE AND
WORKSHOP GROUPS

Group 4: Accounting, Business Management, Law, Economics, TESOL

Javad Izadi Zadeh Darjezi (ACCOUNTING)

The impact of earnings management on the skerim returns of winner and loser
firms
Mahmoud Lari Dashtbayaz (ACCOUNTING)

Cash flonmanagement and the cost of debt

Omid Mazandarani (TESOL)
+ A OA &a A ( dzR $fecti@ifessg defand t& iBs@TDP in an Iranian EFL
context

Ahmad Mohammady (ACCOUNTING)
A gudy of therelationship between theuglitative characteristics ofccounting
earnings andstockreturn inthe Tehran Stock Exchange

Aliasghar Mottaghi (ACCOUNTING)

Cash flow accounting, accruat@unting and therediction offuture cash flows and
stockreturns

Ali Paytakhti Oskooe (ECONOMICS)

The investigation ofteck pricesbehaviou in energingstock markets
Case Studythelranian Stock Market
Ali Pezeshki (LAW)

Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court

Nader Rezaei (BUSINESS MANAGEMENT)

Assurance anduwlit services in the £ommerceera

Masooud Shaghaghi (TESOL)

The analysis of English textbooks of Iranian high schools in terms of presenting
speech acts in their contexts



EVENT STRUCTURE AND

SCHEDULE

Tuesday 23 February

Schedule

10.30-12.30 Seminar Room, Firdowsi Building

Registration

Azad faculty members will participate in
conference and workshop discussions
throughout the two day event.

All students are asked to register upon
arrival and make their way immediately to

the Conference Room for the opening
session at 11.00am. Students arriving later
in the day are asked to register in the Seminar Room (open for registration until 12.30pm)
upon arrival or see a member of staff for information and directions.

All luggage will be stored ira designated roonon the ground floor of the Firdowsi Buidling until departure
for the hotel later in the eveningPlease ask Bruce or Mr. Arfaei for assistance.

11.00-11.30 Conference Room Postgraduate studentwill be expected tattend

all plenary sessions and all the workshop and
Welcome session and explanation of programme details I R Ce MR R U Ae (e8]

11.30-13.00 Conference Room

Opening worksholenary session with panel discussion

We would like to open the workshop sessions with an address from Professor Clark Brundin,
our keynote speaker, followed by a brief word from Professor Robert Denning and a short
panel discussion. The panel will then invite questions from our postgraduate students. The
purpose of this session is to stimulate discussion and give students an opportunity to share
their research concerns.

Keynote speaker: Professor Clark Brundin, former Vice Chancellor of the University of Warwick
Building a university: the role of academic staff and graduates

Chair: Professor Herman Bell, Azad University (IR) in Oxford
Panel members:

Professor Robert Denning, University of Oxford

Dr. Ahmad Taki, De Montfort University

Dr. Kashinath Basu, Oxford Brookes University

Dr. Amit Mitra, Bristol Business School, UWE

13.00-14.00: Lunch in the Canteen




EVENT STRUCTURE AND
SCHEDULE

14.00-15.30 Conference paper sessions in four parallel groups

Group 1 Civil and Mechanical Engineering The Conference Room

Moderators

Professor Gillian Sills, University of Oxford
With Dr. Ahmad Taki, De Montfort University

Schedule of paper presentations

14.00-14.25 Arash Sayari Out-of-plane behaviour of FRP strengthened masonry walls
14.25-14.50 Ahmad Maleki Improvingbehaviour of steel shear wall system with cotts
14.50-15.15 Farhad Hajian Land use change and climate change effect on water resources
(outlet runoff of the catchment)

Group 2 Math and Computing Computer Lab 2, Firdowsi Building
Moderator
Dr. Kashinath Basu, Oxford Brookes University

Session schedule

14.00-14.30 Mohsen Firouzbakht A new lossy to lossless approach for compression of vascular medical imaging

14.30-15.00 Mahdi Mazinani A fuzzy automatic method for measuring the volumetb stenosis by modelling
the partial volume prdolem in the coronary artery

Group 3 Chemistry, Physics, Food Science and Agriculture The Seminar Room, Firdowsi Building
Moderator
Professor Robert Denning, University of Oxford

Session schedule

14.00-14.30 Mohammad Karimi The temperature sensitivity othe sagnac loop interferometer based on
polarization maintenance

14.30-15.00 Hassan Olyaee Modelling & experimental study of semiconducting ladder molecules
15.00-15.30 Alireza Rahman Mechanical properties of low acyl gellan gum



EVENT STRUCTURE AND
SCHEDULE

Group 4 Accounting, Business Management, Law, Economics, TESOL Lecture Room 3, Firdowsi Building

Moderator

Dr. Amit Mitra, Bristol Business School, UWE

Session schedule

14.00-14.25 Ali Oskoee The investigation of stock prices behaviour in emerging stock markets

Case Stugt The Iranian Stock Market

14.25-14.50 Aliasghar Mottaghi Cash flow accounting, accrual accounting and the prediction of future cash
flows and stock returns

14.50-15.15 Ali Pezeshki Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court

15.30-16.00 Research Unit

Tea break

16.00-17.30 Conference paper sessions in four parallel groups
Group 1 Civil and Mechanical Engineering The Conference Room
Moderators

Dr. Ahmad Taki, De Montfort University
With Professor Gillian Sills, University of Oxford

Session schedule

16.00-16.25 Babak Darabi Update on research in granular materials

16.25-1650 Morteza Khorrami Developing a new method to produce non asbestos fibre cement board
16.50-17.15 Alireza Ohadi Optimum inspection for reinforced concrete short to medium span bridges with
uncertainmonitoring

17.15-17.40 Arastoo Hedayat Nassab Structural performance of recycled aggregate concrete

Note: this ses®n will have to run over by 10 minutes due to the high number of papers for this group. Please be on time
and respect the time limits set.
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EVENT STRUCTURE AND
SCHEDULE

Group 2 Math and Computing Computer Lab 2, Firdowsi Building
Moderator
Dr. Kashinath Basu, Oxford Brookes University

Session schedule

16.00-16.30 Bashir Bagherinakhjavanlo Partial differential equation applied to medical image analysis

Group 3 Chemistry, Physics, Food Science and Agriculture The Seminar Room, Firdowsi Building
Moderator

Professor Robert Denning, University of Oxford

Session schedule

16.00-16.30 Nahid Raoufi Development of pH optical sensor by layky-layer ESA technique
16.30-17.00 Elaheh Bakhtiarian Progress in preparation of polyaniline artificial muscles

17.00-17.30 Khatebeh Mazloumi Copper catalyzed asymmetric conjugate @iton of grignard reagent to cyclic
enones

Group 4 Accounting, Business Management, Law, Economics, TESOL Lecture Room 3, Firdowsi Building

Moderator

Dr. Amit Mitra, Bristol Business School, UWE
With Dr. Ramin Sheikholislami
Session schedule

16.00-16.30 Masoud Shaghaghi The analysis of English textbooks of Iranian high schools in terms of presenting

speech acts in their contexts

16.30-17.00 Omid Mazandarani+ A OA &8 dA (idzRS& 2F ¢9{ h[ SNEQ SFFSOUiA@BSySaay
EFL context

17.00-17.30 Javad Darjezi The impact of earnings management on the shaerm returns of winner and loser
firms

19.00-20.30 Appointments
for student personal enquiries

18.00-19.00 - . 20.30 Mini bus departs for
All departments including hotel
Dinner for students and their families in the senior management will be

Canteen available to assist with any
queries or concerns. Please 19.00
contact Mrs. Tahmasebi to

book a time in advance. First bus
departs for
the hotel



EVENT STRUCTURE AND
SCHEDULE

Wednesday 24 February

9.30-11.00am

Research training workshops in four parallel groups
Group 1 Civil and Mechanical Engineering The Conference Room
Workshop: Keyhesis design: problems and their prospective solutions
Dr. Ahmad Taki, De Montfort University
Group 2 Math and Computing Computer Lab 2, Firdowsi Building

Workshop: Developing the PhD

Dr. Kashinath Basu, Oxford Brookes University
With Arild Berch

Group 3 Chemistry, Physics, Food Science and Agriculture The Seminar Room, Firdowsi Building

Workshop:The PhD Process
Dr. Amit Mitra, Bristol Business School, UWE

Group 4 Accounting, Business Management, Law, Economics, TESOL Lecture Room 3, Firdowsi Building

Workshop:Research design and data alysis
Dr. Ali Emrouznejad, Aston Business School

11.00-11.30am Research Unit

Tea
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EVENT STRUCTURE AND SCHEDULE

11.30am-13.00

Conference paper sessions in four parallel groups
Group 1 Civil and Mechanical Engineering The Conference Room
Moderator

Dr. Ahmad Taki, De Montfort University

Session paper schedule

11.30-11.55 Alireza Firouzfar The aspects of Caspian Sea level fluctuations
11.55-12.20 Noushin Jedi Analysis of LNG spills on water

12.20-12.45 Seyed Hossein Madani Kermani Numerical methods to solve Naiver Stokes equations as one of the
unsolved equations in the fluid mechanics

Group 2 Math and Computing Computer Lab 2, Firdowsi Building
Moderators

Dr. Kashinath Basu, Oxford Brookes University
With Dr. Amit Mitra, Bristol Business School, UWE

Session paper schedule

11.30-12.00 Reza Rafiee Contentbased image retrieval

12.00-12.30 Rahil Hosseini Measuring and modeling uncertainty in the pattern recognition component of
medical image analyis systems

Group 3 Chemistry, Physics, Food Science and Agriculture The Seminar Room, Firdowsi Building
Moderator
Professor Robert Denning, University of Oxford

Session paper schedule

11.30-12.00 Shahram Raeisi Characterization of probiotic bifidobactémm spp. isolated from
commercial fermented milk products

12.00-12.30 Mohammad Mirzaei Heydari Bio-fertilizer and fertilizer phosphorus in relation to crop
nutrition
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EVENT STRUCTURE AND SCHEDULE

Group 4 Accounting, Business Management, Law, Economics, TESOL Lecture Room 3, Firdowsi Building
Moderator
Dr. Ali Emrouznejad, Aston Business School

Session paper schedule

11.30-11.55 Nader Rezaei Assurance and audit services in thee&mmerce era
12.20-12.45Mahmoud Lari Cash flow management and the cost of debt
12.45-13.10 Ahmed Mohammady A study of the relationship between the qualitative characteristics of

accounting earnings and stock return in the Tehran Stock Exchange

13.00-14.00 Canteen

Lunch

14.00-15.30 The Conference Room

Workshop:Getting published in academia
Plenary workshop with all students attending

Presenter: Richard Steele Directing Editor, Francis & Taylor
With: Dr. Ali Emrouznejad, Aston Business School
Moderator: Dr. Gina Rowland

The session presentations will be followed by a workshop segment in which students will be
asked to discuss and formulate a view on certain issues around academic publishing within
their 4 groups.

15.30-16.00 Research Unit 16.00-17.00

Tea The Conference Room

Closing Session with concluding
remarks from Dr. Moghaddam

Certificate awards

14



SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Professor Clark Brundin

Clark Brundin was the founding Director of the new Oxford University School of Management
Studies (now the Said Business School) as well as President of Templeton College, Oxford from 1992
to 1996. He became a member of the Governing Council of the University of Oxford in 1993.

He was Vice Chancellor of the University of Warwick for seven years previously.

From 1980 he served on the General Board of the Faculties, the body responsible for the academic
administration of the University of Oxford, and was appointed its Chairman in 1984 (Economics and
Management).

He joined the Department of Engineering Science at the University of Oxford in 1963. He lectured in
Mechanical Engineering and led an internationally recognized research group in rarefied gas

dynamics.

He is now a Visiting Scholar at the Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California,
Berkeley, and serves on the Advisory Board of the Oxford Centre for Higher Education Policy Studies.

http://oxcheps.new.ox.ac.uk/MainSite%20pages/advisoryboard.html

15



SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Professor Robert Denning

Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory (ICL)
University of Oxford

t NETS542NI 58y yAy3dQa ¢2N] Fd L/[ A& OSYyiGNBR NERdzF

makes use of laser spectroscopy as well as measurements of non-linear optical parameters. There is
considerable interaction with other ICL groups interested in the solid state. This is at the physical end
of the spectrum of ICL activities, but there is also some straightforward synthesis, some
spectroscopy at liquid helium temperatures and some interpretation. ICL grow crystals from solution
and from melts, make glasses and polymer films, all containing species with important optical
properties. Their recent industrial collaborators include British Telecom and British Nuclear Fuels
Ltd.

Their apparatus is centred round three Neodymium-YAG lasers, one generating 40 ps pulses,
another with higher power 10 ns pulses that drives a dye laser with a tuneable output covering most
of the visible, UV and near-IR regions of the spectrum, and a third used for the measurement of non-
linear optical properties. They have a number of optical cryostats including one with a base
temperature of 0.3°K, and another containing a superconducting magnet with a field of 5 Tesla.

http://www.chem.ox.ac.uk/researchguide/rgdenning.html
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Professor Gillian Sills

Professor of Engineering Science (Emeritus)
Department of Engineering Science, University of Oxford
Parks Road, Oxford OX1 3PJ

B.Sc. (Exeter) 1965 Mathematics,
Ph.D. (London) 1972 Civil Engineering,
C.Eng., M.I.C.E., 1974

1974 ¢ 2005 Department of Engineering Science, Oxford University, and Engineering Fellow of
{dd /T IKSNAYySQa /2ftftS3S8Ss hEF2NR

2005 ¢ present  Emeritus Professor, Oxford University

The research interests of Professor Sills lie in the behaviour of soft soils, gassy soils and seabed soils,
under conditions of static and dynamic loading. Applications include prediction of coastal processes
(sediment deposition, erosion) and stability of seabed rigs, pipelines and breakwaters to wave-
frequency loadings including those causing liquefaction. She is also interested in the remediation of
contaminated soils, combining bio- and electrokinetic techniques and in the measurement of soil
parameters and conditions using in-situ instrumentation. Her research has been aimed at
developing an understanding of fundamental processes, which can then be applied to a wide range
of engineering situations.

http://www-civil.eng.ox.ac.uk/people/gcs.html
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Dr. Amit Mitra

Senior Lecturer in Information Management, Department of Strategy & Operations Management,
Bristol Business School, UWE

PhD in Development Administration, University of Birmingham, UK

In 2008, Dr. Mitra conducted a week long workshop on creating an action plan for transforming the
economy of Brunei Darussalam into a knowledge based economy for 40 civil servants from 8
ministries during November 2008. Continued paid consultancy of external leadership role in ensuring
dependence on hydrocarbons is gradually replaced with knowledge outputs based on four
dimensions of Education, national innovation systems, ICT infrastructure, and policy and regulatory
environment as recommended by multilateral lending agencies like the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank.

From 2005-2006 he acted as Director of Research, responsible for setting up, and day to day
supervision of the activities of doctoral school and PhD programme of Department of Information
Systems (DolS) at Cranfield University. Dr. Mitra represented DolS at various key committees to
oversee doctoral research, submission for RAE 2008, and liaise with a range of agencies to generate
research revenues.

http://bbs-staff.uwe.ac.uk/public/profile.aspx?username=a-mitra
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Dr. Ali Emrouznejad

B2

Senior Lecturer

Operations & Information Management Group
Aston Business School

Ali Emrouznejad has been working in various areas of Operations Research and Statistic generally

and Data Envelopment Analysis specifically since 1993. He holds an MSc in applied mathematics and

received his PhD in operational research and systems from Warwick Business School, UK. Having got

PhD in the area of DEA, in 1998, he has joined to the development team of Performance Indicators

(P1) in Higher Education (HE) at HEFCE (Higher Education Funding Council for England). The Pl in HE

has widely published and it is now annual publication of HESA (Higher Education Statistical Agency).

Hsm2ald NBOSY(d NBaSINOK LINR2SOG ¢l a alaaSaairy3a 0O2:
Department for Education and Skills (DfES).

http://www1.aston.ac.uk/aston-business-school/staff/oim/dr-ali-emrouznejad/

Dr. Ahmad Taki

Principal Lecturer, De Montfort University

Sustainability Special Interest Group

School of Architecture De Montfort University

The programme aims to understand the interdependence of the building form, architecture
designs and services system in producing low energy buildings.

Dr Ahmad Taki is highly experienced in building physics, Computational Fluid Dynamics modelling,

human thermal interaction with the built environment and environmental sustainability, together

with experimental design and execution. He has been a member of Engineering and Physical

Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) College for peer review of research proposals since 2000 and has

been successful in consultancy activities and in securing funds from various research bodies

AyOfdzZRAY3 9t {w/ YR b¢L®Dd 5NIC¢CF{A Aa Iy AYy@AGSR |
Guide and has given overseas presentations on his work related to energy and thermal environment

field.

http://www.dmu.ac.uk/faculties/art_and_design/staff/architecture/index.jsp
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Dr. Kashinath Basu

Senior Lecturer in Computer Science
Department of Computing

School of Technology

Oxford Brookes University

Next generation of Internet architectures, focusing primarily on the content, transport and network
layer support for streaming video and audio

Internetwork traffic mapping models, with emphasis on QoS provisioning for streaming media
Resource scheduling algorithms, particularly in the context of bandwidth and buffer partitioning
Mobile and multimedia databases

Crossover areas between distributed multimedia applications, databases & networking

His previous research work involved traffic engineering of Asynchronous Transmission Mode (ATM)
based networks, temporal mapping of IPv6 video/audio traffic over ATM, layered video encoding,
multicasting and imaging.

http://cms.brookes.ac.uk/staff/KashinathBasu/
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Richard Steele

Editorial Director for Science & Engineering Journals

Taylor & Francis
Academic & Scientific Division of Informa UK Ltd.

Richard is Global Head of Strategic Development for: Physical Sciences (Physics, Chemistry, and
Materials Sciences); Engineering and Computer Science; Mathematics and Statistics; and History of

Science and Science & Technology Studies.

WAOKIFNR KIF& ySIENIée GKANIG& &SINBQ SELSNASYyOS Ay
responsible for the management and development of nearly 200 primary research journals, under

the imprintsof TayloNJ 9 CNJ yOA & FyR w2dzif SRIST Ay Of dzRAYy3I ¢
Philosophical Magazingfounded in 1798.

Taylor & Francis website:

http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals
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Azad contact numbers

Azad University (IR) in Oxford 01865 884 350

Reception: 220
Academic registrar: 208

Emergency contact numbers
Oxford

[ 201 f R20G2NDAa &dzZNBSNE 0186524BHF 2 NR=E ySIENI !'T R

Botley Medical Centre, EIms Road, Botley, Oxford, OX2 9JS
Out of hours; for emergencies at weekes0845 345 8995

UK

Emergency services (for acute medical emergenices only) : 999

NHS Direct, a 24 hour medical helpline: 0845 4647
Advice is given regarding medical, dental or pharmacy problems
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